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GODERICH, ONT., SEPT, 5,  1894. 
r; ;' 

(R, RATHBUN). 

Took testimony here  o f  t h r e e  fishermen, 

Capt.John Cra ig i e ,  Capt.James I n k s t e r ,  and 

Capt .?&%FiIcLain, a l l  of  whom m r n i s h e d  i n t e l l i -  

gent answers. Their  s ta tements  covered t h e  

a r e a  f rom the  head of S t . C l a i r  River up t o  

about Kincardine. Gill n e t  f ishing i s  the 

p r i n c i p a l  k ind  o f  f i s h i n g  c a r r i e d  on elong 

t h i s  shore of  Lake Huron, and a number o f  

t ugs  a r e  Used from Goderich and o the r  p l a c e s  

f a r t h e r  nor th .  They fish as they d o  on the 

Mich. si$@, m d  cover a l a r g e  area. They 

rarely ever have attempted t o  f i sh  gill n e t s  

south of Point Harris. It is too far away 

from them, and they do not  seem t o  f ind much 

the re .  They f i s h  all through n o r t h  of t h a t  

p l ace ,  selecting such grounds as they con- 

s i d e r  s u i t a b l e ,  They do not go as far 



nmth  as the Big Reef off Al?ena, but  g e t  

p r e t t y  wel l  toward  i t ,  and also i n  the  v i c i n -  

i t y  of, and p r o b a b l y  on, t h e  Big Reef off  

Saginaw Ray, They evident ly  go onto t h e  

American s i d e  o f  t h e  l i n e ,  as t h e i r  gangs 

a r e  o f t e n  s e t  more o r  l e s s  mixed up w i t h  the 

A merican gangs, and t h e i r  t u g s  a r e  fre- 

quently c l o s e  together .  

Lake t r o u t ,  they claim, a r e  p r a c t i c a l l y  

as abundant as ever. They even said they  

were more abundant. Whitefish,  however, 

a r e  p r e t t y  thoroughly c l e a r e d  out .  They 
qf+ 

used t o  g e t  about even q u a n t i t i e s  o f  t r o u t  

and wh i t e f i sh ,  now they get  very few o f  t he  

l a t t e r .  

G i l l  net  f i s h i n g  f o r  he r r ing  i s  not ex= 

t ens ive .  

Seines  were formerly employed somewhat 

ex tens ive ly ,  but m a i n l y  at  t h e  lower p a r t  o f  

t h e  lake. This year  they  have been e n t i r e -  
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l y  p roh ib i t ed  by t h e  government. 

many s m a l l  f i sh  and may be regarded as de- 

s t r u c t i v e  i n  proport ion t o  t h e  extent they 

were used. They had a small mesh, 5eing 

They took 

designed for p i c k e r e l ,  he r r ing  e t c . ,  and 

a l s o  took many sturgeon. 

There are not  many p0i;lnds along t h i s  

coas t ,  being also most numerous along t h e  

lower p a r t  o f  the  coast .  Some have been 

put i n  this spring i n  p l ace  of sane o f  t h e  

s e i n e s  and they 8 re  sa id  t o  have taken many 

more sturgeon t h a n  t h e  se ines  t h i s  one sea- 

son. The pounds a l s o  have a f i n e  mesh, 

being designed f o r  p i c k e r e l ,  her r ing  , e t c .  

There a r e  no f y k e s  along t h i s  c o a s t .  b+&j 
Hook and l i n e  fishing i s  on a very small 

scale,--not t o  be cmsidered .  Scarcely any  

win ter  fishing about Goderich. The i c e  

U seldom makes good. 
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